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Software 
to target 
stolen 
property

Police will use a new 
online system that will 
offer instant access to 
pawnshop transactions.

By Nicole Marshall
World Staff Writer

A new online system that allows 
police to track pawnshop transac-
tions will be good news for burglary 
victims and bad news for burglars.

The Business Watch Internation-
al regional system is expected to be 
in operation, linking the Tulsa Po-
lice Department to area pawnshops, 
by the end of June, Sgt. Brandon 
Watkins said. The system could in-
crease by 300 percent the amount 
of stolen property that is recovered 
from pawnshops, he said.

“We really believe it will have a 
great, positive impact for burglary 
investigations in Tulsa,” Watkins 
said. “We will essentially be shutting 
off a source of funding for burglars, 
and it also benefits the pawnshops. 
They don’t want to buy stolen mer-
chandise.”

•

See pawn a�

Section 8 housing shifts south, east
The subsidized housing 

follows grocery stores 
and jobs, an official says.
By Mike averill
World Staff Writer

Tulsa Housing Authority data 
show a strong shift in Section 8 hous-
ing during the last 10 years from the 
north and west to the south and east 
parts of the city.

“A lot of it has to do with people 
wanting to live in an area of town 
that’s close to grocery stores and em-
ployment,” said Chea Redditt, THA 
executive director. “A lot of the fami-
lies don’t have transportation so liv-
ing within walking distance to those 
services is more appealing.”

The largest increase in the south is 
in the planning district from Lewis 
Avenue east to Sheridan Road and In-

• terstate 44 south to 91st Street.
In the east, the largest increase was 

in the area from Memorial Drive east 
to 193rd East Avenue and from Admi-
ral Place south to 51st Street.

The housing authority is allocated 
4,681 vouchers and has 4,540 leased 
units.

Of those leases, 2,621 are located 
east of the Arkansas River and south 
of Admiral Place, more than doubling 
the 1,294 leases in 1998.

There’s also been an increase of 
more than 1,000 vouchers available 
for the housing authority to autho-
rize in the last 10 years.

Terri Cole, vice president of assist-
ed housing, said the largest increase 
in vouchers has been in the last three 
years due to property owners opting 
out of Section 8 and the I-44 expan-
sion that brought down the Patrick 
Henry Apartments near 51st Street 
and Harvard Avenue.

There are 3,800 people on the 
waiting list for Section 8 housing and 
1,000 on the waiting list for the Pub-
lic Housing Program.

For people on the waiting list with 
preference — elderly, disabled or in a 
shelter for domestic violence — the 
wait can be six months to a year for 
Section 8. For those without prefer-
ence the wait can be 12 months to 24 
months, Cole said.

“There’s definitely a need. We don’t 
have the units available to fulfill the 
need of everyone who needs hous-
ing,” Redditt said.

The Section 8 housing program is 
directly funded through HUD. THA 
could apply to different programs to 
expand the number of vouchers, but 
the problem is finding places to put 
people.

Currently there are 150 families 

See shift a�

Funding 
sought for
green ideas

Stimulus money could 
be used for Brady, 
medical sites.
By shaNNoN MuchMore
World Staff Writer

Public-private partnerships in 
Tulsa are pitching ideas for energy-
saving and sustainable projects that 
can be realized through grants from 
federal stimulus money awarded to 
the state.

They include a project to revamp 
the Brady district as a vibrant, en-
ergy-efficient community for resi-
dents and businesses, and proposals 
for equipment that would allow sig-
nificant cost-savings for the Oklaho-

•

See green a�

Good child-care centers thrive in Tulsa area
By Ginnie Graham
World Staff Writer

Free time grows into a peaceful rhythm 
in the classroom with 4- and 5-year-olds at 
Good Shepherd Early Childhood Education 
Center, 8730 E. Skelly Drive.

Three children work on puzzles, two girls 
make a bead necklace, some boys stack blocks 
and a visiting grandmother shares a banana 
in the snack area.

“We are not child care, we are educators,” 
said teacher Dona Baldridge. “We are prepar-
ing our children for life.”

A Head Start program administered by the 
Community Action Project of Tulsa County, 
Good Shepherd Early Childhood Education 
Center is one of three, three-star centers 
receiving no violations or complaints since 
January 2007, according to a Tulsa World 
analysis of state inspection and complaint 
reports.

The other two are Happy Hearts Academy, 
1010 N. Yale Ave., and the Bethany Commu-
nity School, 6730 S. Sheridan Road, which is 
a part-day children’s program.

Four other Tulsa County three-star cen-
ters had fewer than two violations for minor 
infractions and no confirmed complaints 

— Tulsa Community College Child Devel-
opment Center, 7505 W. 41st St., Crosstown 
Learning Center, 2501 E. Archer St., Chil-

This is the second part of a two-day 
examination of state inspection reports of 
Tulsa County’s top-rated child-care centers. 

The Tulsa World found that among the 
37 three-star centers, about 400 inspec-
tion violations were found and 23 confirmed 
complaints. 

Of the inspection violations, about 19 
percent were found on playgrounds, 12 
percent for building maintenance problems, 
7 percent for understaffed or overcrowded 
rooms, 7 percent for improper sleeping ar-
rangements and 6 percent for out-of-date 
fire inspections or tornado drills.

The confirmed complaints include hitting 
children with a ruler, treating head lice with 
hairspray without parental permission, 
yelling at children, running a red light while 
transporting children and having nearly 
50 children on a playground with one staff 
member.

Teaching assistant Nicholas Dubriwny (lower 
left) works with 4- and 5-year-olds on a puzzle 
at Good Shepherd Early Childhood Education 
Center, one of three top-rated centers free of 
any inspection violations or complaints.

Three- and 4-year-olds look at books after an afternoon snack time before going outside at the day care in the Lutheran Church of the Good Shep-
herd in Tulsa. Photos by MICHAEL WYKE/Tulsa World

star sites three centers 
complaint free

SEE CarE A�
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ma State University Medical 
Center and a proposed spe-
cialty clinic in north Tulsa.

The proposals are compet-
ing for the state’s $46 mil-
lion in allocation for energy 
efficiency from the America 
Reinvestment and Recovery 
Act, known as the stimulus 
package.

Officials should find out 
more within two weeks 
about which projects will 
make the cut. The ideas are 
evaluated on energy effi-
ciency, job creation, carbon 
footprint reduction and how 
much can be gathered in 
matching funds, said Bev-
erly Anderson, a consultant 
to the George Kaiser Family 
Foundation.

“Every single one of these 
(proposals) is very strong in 
these areas,” she said.

The foundation helped 
develop many of the pro-
posed projects and is be-
hind the public and private 
groups that are prepared to 
provide matching funds and 
continued support for the 
programs, she said.

The overall costs seem 
substantial, but officials 
quickly discovered the im-
portance of projects that le-
verage the funds, Anderson 
said.

“You know, $787 billion 
is a lot of money, but when 
you start parsing it out for 
specific things, it isn’t a lot,” 
she said.

Brady, OSU projects

The $6 million Brady Vil-
lage Green Sustainability 
Project would redesign the 
community north of down-
town with solar panels, LED 
lighting and a ground source 
heat pump system. It would 
also use landscape develop-
ment practices designed to 
reduce carbon dioxide emis-
sions in the area of about 1.5 
million square feet.

The changes would cre-

ate local jobs and encourage 
residential and business de-
velopment in the commu-
nity.

“It would benefit the local 
community there by signifi-
cantly lowering their energy 
costs and their operations 
costs,” Anderson said.

Jeff Stava, the chairman of 
the Tulsa Industrial Author-
ity, which is applying for the 
grant, said it would create 
an innovative self-sustaining 
microcommunity. 

“It’s a real big opportunity 
for Tulsa to be a showcase 
community,” he said.

The project would create 
jobs in engineering, con-
struction and manufactur-
ing, among other fields. It 
would also provide the city 
with more sales tax revenue 
from entertainment venues 
and restaurants, Stava said.

“We’re actually going to 
start to harness those tax 
dollars, which is what the 
city needs,” he said.

Another proposal would 
assist the OSU Medical Cen-
ter with energy-efficiency 
improvements. The grant 
request is for about $8 mil-
lion including matching 
funds. It would be used to 
upgrade lighting, overhaul 
heating and cooling systems 
and provide an upgraded 
weatherization of the build-
ing, which was built in the 
1940s.

The changes would save 
an estimated $350,000 a 

year in energy costs.
The medical center was 

at the brink of closure ear-
lier this year before a public 
trust purchased the hospital, 
which is the primary loca-
tion for indigent health care 
in Tulsa.

Anderson said the money 
the medical center saves 
would go back into equip-
ment and training that 
would directly benefit the 
community.

“The benefit from cost 
savings at that facility are so 
dramatic and far-reaching,” 
she said.

OU-Tulsa Specialty Clinic

A similar proposal for the 
University of Oklahoma-
Tulsa Specialty Clinic at 
Northland would allow for 
the building to be construct-
ed with efficient heating, 
cooling and electrical sys-
tems. The ability to install 
the equipment is likely to 
save $35,000 a year.

Anderson said that with-
out the stimulus funding, 
the $20 million building, 
planned for 36th Street 
North and Hartford Avenue, 
will be built with traditional 
systems.

“If they can get this little 
boost in the beginning, then 
they can save up to 30 to 40 
percent in cost savings going 
into the future,” she said.

OU-Tulsa President Gerry 
Clancy said the money saved 
would go directly toward pa-
tient care in the area, where 
specialty cancer and heart 
care is “virtually nonexis-
tent.”

Clancy said the potential 
for Tulsa to benefit from the 
stimulus package is enor-
mous.

“We’ve just seen the first 
wave of stimulus funding 
possibilities,” he said.

Another suggestion is for 
a low-interest loan to the 
Tulsa Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, which 
would in turn lend the mon-
ey to companies with en-
ergy sustaining goals. The 
TEDC would use this Green 
Loan Fund to offer attrac-
tive, low-interest capital for 
local industries that would 
use the premium to realize 
long-term energy cost sav-
ings.

When the loan is paid 
back, another company can 
receive the benefit, Ander-
son said.

“We would have a renew-
able renewables fund, if you 
will,” she said.

Two smaller proposals in-
volve providing $600,000 to 
Community Health Connec-
tions for efficient equipment 
in planned construction, and 
$2.8 million to retrofit Com-
munity Action Project Head 
Start Schools.

Anderson said the stimu-
lus bill is well-written, and 
she predicts it will be effec-
tive. Foundations and indi-
viduals in Tulsa are eager to 
move ahead with the ener-
gy-saving projects they have 
proposed.

“I think they’re all valu-
able,” she said. “I think 
they’re viable candidates for 
different reasons.”

Shannon Muchmore 581-8378
shannon.muchmore@tulsaworld.com

Tulsa Police Sgt. Brandon Watkins, a burglary detective, sits 
in his office with a week’s worth of pawnshop business receipts. 
A new computer system will link police with area pawnshops, 
enabling officers to identify stolen property more quickly.
MICHAEL WYKE/Tulsa World

The cost of the system, 
which will provide real-time 
access to pawnshop trans-
actions, is $17,000, Watkins 
said. The Police Department 
sampled another system in 
2007 that cost almost twice 
as much, he said.

Oklahoma law requires 
pawnshops to make available 
to law enforcement agencies 
detailed records of every pur-
chase or pawn transaction.

Some pawnshops e-mail 
those records to police, but 
many shops mail handwrit-
ten slips to the Police De-
partment. Some pawnshops 
send reports in monthly, and 
police can receive an average 
of 1,000 slips at a time from 
individual shops.

Information from each slip 
is to be entered into a police 
tracking system, but Watkins 
said he determined that only 
about 25 percent of the slips 
are being entered.

“It takes a while to physi-
cally enter each one,” he said.

To deal with the backlog, a 
volunteer who types the slips 
into a police computer focus-
es on the ones for property 
with serial numbers. Those 
items have a better chance of 
being matched with property 
that has been reported stolen, 
police say.

“The system we had was 
better than nothing, but we 
needed something more ben-
eficial to everyone involved,” 
Watkins said.

The new system, he said, 
will be “beneficial to every-
one except the burglars.”

With the new system, 
pawnshops will enter infor-
mation about each sale into 
their computers with the 
Business Watch Internation-

al software, and police will 
be able to obtain that data im-
mediately.

Watkins said police will 
have a variety of uses for the 
data.

For instance, they can flag 
a stolen item to alert officers 
of any attempt to pawn it, en-
abling police to go directly to 
the pawnshop.

“This system has been 
known to catch people with 
murder warrants,” Watkins 
said.

Although people who fre-
quently pawn items are not 
necessarily selling stolen 
goods, transactions involv-
ing large amounts of certain 
types of property will send a 
signal to police.

Watkins said the system 
was able to notify Baltimore 
police that someone engaged 
in 60,000 incidents of pawn-
ing property in six months.

Police are also encourag-
ing people to log their prop-
erty and its serial numbers 
on Business Watch Interna-
tional’s HomeWatch system, 
which is accessible through 
tulsaworld.com/businesswatch.

HomeWatch is linked to 
the pawnshop data-sharing 
system, Watkins said.

“So, for example, if you are 
on vacation and somebody 
breaks into your home, steals 
your property and pawns it, 
we will know you had a bur-
glary before you know,” he 
said.

Burglars also sell stolen 
property at consignment 
shops or secondhand stores 
and online on such sites as 
eBay and Craigslist. Police 
hope the new online system 
will deter thieves from tak-
ing stolen property to pawn-
shops.

“We are hoping to take 
away another market for bur-
glars,’’ Watkins said.

The system can expand to 
include pawnshops in the re-
gion as well as those in Tulsa, 
he said.

Nicole Marshall 581-8459
nicole.marshall@tulsaworld.com

paWn:
pawnshops will en-
ter their transactions 
into the system.
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with vouchers that can’t find willing 
landlords.

The average income for a Section 8 
family is $9,791.

Cole said 51 percent of people in 
Section 8 housing receive Social Se-
curity and Supplemental Security In-
come and 25 percent are wage-earn-
ing workers.

The Tulsa Housing Authority subsi-
dizes part of the rent based on income 
and pays the entire amount of the rent 
in some cases.

Annually it pays $27 million to about 
1,200 landlords.

One of the biggest appeals of Section 
8 housing compared with traditional 
public housing is the anonymity.

“The public housing program keeps 
people isolated. Everyone living there 
is poor,” Redditt said. “With Section 8 
the kids don’t have to grow up in a poor 
neighborhood. They can grow up and 
nobody has to know they’re poor.”

Mike Averill 581-8489
mike.averill@tulsaworld.com

shift:
tha pays $27 million  
yearly to 1,200 landlords.
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Brady Village Green 
Sustainability Project
Asked: $3.4 million (with $2.6 

million match)
Applicant: Tulsa Industrial 

Authority
Summary: Creating of a 

walkable, energy-efficient 
community in the Brady 
District that would attract 
residential and business 
development

OSU Medical Center Energy 
Conservation Improvements
Asked: $4.1 million (with $3.3 

million match)
Applicant: oSU Medical Cen-

ter Trust
Summary: replacing heat-

ing, cooling and lighting 
systems to provide at least 

$350,000 in annual energy 
cost savings

OU-Tulsa Specialty Clinic at 
Northland Shopping Center
Asked: $2 million
Applicant: oU-Tulsa
Summary: Using alternative 

energy and energy-effi-
cient strategies in building 
the $20 million clinic

Green Loan Fund
Asked: $8 million loan
Applicant: Tulsa Economic 

Development Corporation
Summary: Creating a revolving 

fund to provide capital for 
companies supporting the 
energy conservation prin-
ciples of the State Energy 
Program

green:
Oklahoma is due 
$46 million for en-
ergy-saving projects.
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Public-private projects seeking stimulus funds

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) 
— With a forecast of near-perfect 
weather, NASA’s Hubble Space Tele-
scope scientists and managers were 
euphoric as they awaited Monday’s 
planned launch of shuttle Atlantis on 
the final trip to the orbiting observa-
tory.

The anticipation was all the greater 
given all the years of mission delays.

“To be within one day of it is re-
markable, unbelievable and I have to 
persuade myself I’m not dreaming,” a 
senior project scientist, David Leck-
rone, said Sunday.

Meteorologists issued an improved 
forecast, putting the odds of good 
launching weather at 90 percent, 
about as good as it gets. Only a slight 
chance of rain is expected at the 
emergency landing site in Spain.

Atlantis is poised to blast off with 
seven astronauts just after 1 p.m. 
CDT.

The 19-year-old Hubble needs new 
batteries, gyroscopes, cameras and 
other equipment that NASA hopes 
will keep it operating — at a higher 
than ever scientific level — for five to 
10 more years.

Hubble has been left unattended 

for seven years. It’s the longest gap 
ever between servicing missions, cre-
ated in large part by the 2003 Colum-
bia disaster. A telescope breakdown 
last fall led to the most recent seven-
month delay.

“We have seven years of accumu-
lated maintenance work to do,” the 
Hubble program manager, Preston 
Burch, said. “So you can imagine if 
you had a car and you were driving it 
every day for seven years and never 
took it into the shop. You would have 
quite a list of things to do on it.”

The 11-day mission is packed and 
includes unprecedented camera re-
pairs. Five spacewalks are planned.

A second shuttle, Endeavour, is at 
the other launch pad, just a week from 
rushing to rescue the Atlantis crew if 
necessary. All of NASA’s other shuttle 
missions in recent years have been to 
the international space station, where 
astronauts could await a rescue. The 
Atlantis astronauts will be unable to 
get to the station, which is in a dif-
ferent orbit than Hubble. That’s why 
Endeavour needs to be ready to go 
as soon as possible if Atlantis suffers 
severe damage during launch or by a 
micrometeoroid in orbit.

Launch for Hubble trip awaited
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CHICKEN FRIED STEAK MEAL

TULSA           
11104 E. 21st St. 437-7696
7304 E. Admiral Blvd. 835-9864
7180 S. Memorial Dr. 252-1476
4235 S. Peoria 749-3559
4707 N. Peoria 430-0881
4997 S. Union Ave. 446-7309

CLAREMORE
1760 S. Lynn Riggs 341-4348

PRYOR
2 South Mill St. 825-4422

SAND SPRINGS
206 N. Wilson 245-2363

BARTLESVILLE
3125 E. Frank Phillips Blvd. 333-5332

CATOOSA
1100 N. 193rd East Ave. 379-6958

OFFER GOOD ONLY AT:

$1.99
YOU GET: 

• chicken fried steak 
   with white gravy

• individual mashed  
   potatoes with gravy

• individual cole slaw

• 1 baked biscuit plus tax–no substitutions–lunch or dinner–no limit

SPECIAL OFFER MONDAYS ONLY!
Solution Centers
hEARING

you can afford to 

hEAR

TULSA
918.388.6644

UP TO
$500

OFF
On Any AGX 5, 7 or 9 

Hearing System
A system includes two devices

4�3 year loss and
damage protection

43 year repair warranty

43 years of free batteries

Don’t be fooled by fictitious 

savings and big discounts 

that disappear the minute 

you walk in the door.

OFFER EXPIRES 5/31/09
Dr. Scott Young,
Au.D., CCC-A

http://prdc.fourseasonssunrooms.com

7123 S. 92nd E. Ave.
250-7301
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 8 5 - 7 7 3 5

If you have the roof we 
have the walls!

Enjoy your closed in patio year round!
Save up to 30%

INVEST IN YOUR HOME AND 
INCREASE IT’S VALUE 

Call Now for your free
IN-hoMe estIMate or
vIsIt our showrooM

suNrooMs!
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